Name: _________________________

Date: _______________________


Primary Source Sheet

Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is for you to brainstorm ideas for primary sources for your project.  Primary sources are required for all projects.


*** Survey and Interview questions must be pre-approved by advisor.

Resources for finding primary sources:

http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/
American Memory, Library of Congress http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
Library of Congress digital collections: http://www.loc.gov/library/libarch-digital.html
For more help, ask the subject area teacher for your project.  They will help you collect primary source data specifically for your topic.

Assignment:  

Step 1: Brainstorm primary sources for your topic

Think about this: What types of primary sources would help prove your thesis?

(Example: If your thesis was “The recipe for making a black hole today is vastly different than it was in primordial times because of changed galactic conditions,” you might use experimental research results, sets of scientific data, notes from your own astronomical observations, or interviews with scientists to see if your thesis is correct.)
· ______________________________________________

· ______________________________________________

· ______________________________________________

· ______________________________________________

· ______________________________________________

Step 2: Plan how you will use your primary source data in your project

1. What steps do you need to take to get your primary source data?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. How will you use your primary source data in your final product? (Example: Photographs in an iMovie; Quotes from speeches in a skit; Census statistics in pie charts in a Power Point Presentation)   Be specific and creative!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What is a Primary Source?


Adapted from “Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Sources,” James Cook University Library Web site.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.library.jcu.edu.au/LibraryGuides/primsrcs.shtml" ��http://www.library.jcu.edu.au/LibraryGuides/primsrcs.shtml� 





Sources of information are generally categorized as primary, secondary or tertiary depending on their originality and their proximity to the source or origin.


Some definitions of primary sources: 


Primary sources are original materials on which other research is based 


They present information in its original form, neither interpreted nor condensed nor evaluated by other writers. 


They are from the time period (for example, something written close to when what it is recording happened is likely to be a primary source.) 


Primary sources present original thinking, report on discoveries, or share new information. 


Some examples of primary sources: 


scientific journal articles reporting experimental research results�
letters and correspondence�
�
sets of data, such as census statistics �
speeches �
�
works of literature (such as poems and fiction) �
newspaper articles (may also be secondary) �
�
diaries �
government documents �
�
autobiographies �
photographs and works of art �
�
interviews, surveys and fieldwork �
original documents (such as birth certificate or trial transcripts) �
�









Self-grade (circle one):	(+	(	(-	N/C





Why? ________________________________________








