Name: _______________________

Date: ________________________

Thesis Statement

Purpose/Objective: The purpose of a thesis statement is to state a unique theory about your project, and lay out, in general, how the theory will be proven.

Instructions: A strong thesis statement uses the following guidelines.

· Makes a claim others might dispute.

· Shows a possible relationship between known facts.

· Is appropriate to the type of project:

· Analytical:  Breaks down an issue or idea into its component parts and evaluates the issue or idea.

· Expository:  Explains something to the audience.

· Argumentative:  Makes a claim about a topic and justifies that claim through specific evidence.

· Is specific.

· Answers the “How and Why Test”-  How am I going to show my argument and why do you care.

· A thesis is a road map to your project, if you don’t follow what your thesis says…  CHANGE IT LATER!!

Crutch Questions:  Answer these questions if you’re not sure how to go about writing your thesis (Use your mind map and KWL to help):

1.  Describe your project (ex.: model of a guillotine):

2.  Try to get a little more specific about what you’re interested in (ex.: efficient design of the guillotine):

3.  Do you have a theory about the subject of your project? (ex.: The guillotine’s efficient design made the French Revolution possible because it allowed so many people to be killed before the blade became dull.)

5.  How can you prove that your theory is valid?  (ex.: Experiments on carrots)

Thesis: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

